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ich form 60 percent of Mongolian livestock by number, are considered by Mongolian herders to
pst useful of the five species herded. This paper describes their multiple uses, including production

paper outlines the sheep utilisation system and its importance in Mongolia. The main emphasis is
aditional way sheep products are used inrural areas; the paper highlights basic productive patterns
plian sheep and possible ways to expand the utilisation of sheep as a multi-purpose animal.
ngolians herd mainly native breeds of five livestock species on opeén natural pasture all year. The
jor fodder resource is natural pasture, estimated to be about 125 million square km, or about 5 hectares

ie type, productivity and nutrient value of natural pasture are highly dependent on ecological factors

 different geographical locations, Pasture yield is higher in the north of the country and the grass
rericher than in the southern part. However their nutritive quality is much lower. The productivity
entcontent of pasture changes with the seasons; spring is the poorest time of year in terms of fodder

ian herders used to make notonly large seasonal but also small local camp-changing movements
se to ecological changes and conditions and they have accumulated valuable herding skills and
nce. Summer and autumn are the key moments for fattening and hardening livestock, while spring

er are the time for careful management of herds in order to minimise body weight loss and thus

Wool and skin

Average wool yield is 1.0-1.4 kg in ewes
and 1.6-2.0kginrams. 1 kg wool of Mongo-
lian sheepisenough tomake 0.6 mof carpet
or I'm of wool blanket (Tumurjav 1989).
The wool of Mongolian sheep is a valuable
raw material for making many household
goods. Mongolian sheep are classified as
semi-coarse and coarse wool-producing
breeds. Theskin is comparatively thickand
easily processed and tanned.

Sheep wool is classified as either spring
orautumnsheared and is used for different
purposes. Themain use of sheep wool is for
feltmaking. A feltmade of 100 percentsheep
wool is called fsagaan esgii (white felt) and
that produced by mixing a small portion of
cattle or horse moultis bor esgii(lightbrown
felt) (Sambuu 1957). Thefeltis used tomake
many items for everyday life. Mainly it is
used to make ger covers, and covers for the
ger skylight{toono).Itis also used as a major
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material for mattresses, floor covers and
protective covers for baggage camels, sad-
dle seats, tethers for young livestock and
saddle horses. The protective and warm
inside socks for Mongolian national boots
are made of sheep wool. Sheep wool is a
good raw material for high quality spin-
ning. Industrially, sheep wool is processed
into such products as wool blankets, car-
pets and many others.

- "Mongoliansheepskinsare characterised
by a dense structure due to adaptation to
extreme climatic conditions. The skin of an
adult Mongolian sheep is 113-117 square
decimetres in area (Tumurjav 1989). Sheep
and lamb skins are used to make warm fur
clothessuchasusteideel (long overcoats with
hair inside), winter caps, skin gloves, open
gloves to protect the hands, overboots, soft
and warm boots{orsmall children, and skin
bags to keep the legs warm at night. Use of
sheep skin for overcoats depends on the
length of the hair. Skin with long hair is
suitable for everyday winter coats (deel)
while the short hair ones are used for light
overcoafts.

Sheep skins damaged or not tanned
properly are used for sacking and storing
rice, flourand otherdry goods such as dairy
products and salt. Tanning sheep skins is
considered mainly women’s work; they
usually decide how to process it and what
it can be used for (Sambuu 1945). Tradi-
tionally sheep skinis used to make an outer
blanket for a new-born small child due to
its heat-keeping capability and softness, A
warm bag made from sheep skin is very
commonly used tokeepand takelambsand
kids born on the pasture to the main camp.

Milke

The annual milk yield of Mongolian sheep
is 36-39 kg. Milk of Mongolian sheep con-
tainshigh protein—6.48 percent—and fat—
5.82 percent—Ilevels (Indra 1983). The milk-
ingseason of sheepin Mongoliais currently
short and lasts only 45-60 days.

Sheep milk is used for human consump-
tioninliquid form as wellas processed dairy
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products. Liquid sheep milk has high fy
content and is considered a good ingred;.
ent for making milky tea (tea with milk ang
salf). It can be used to make various kinds
of milk products: urum (cream), naturally
separated milk butter, yoghurt, cheese,
dried curd and low-alcohol vodka, amon
others{Indra 1983). Sheep milkisalso drunk
boiled. Mongolian herders prepare these
products in the summer notonly for imme-
diate consumption but for later use in win-
ter and spring.

Milking of ewes is organised in a very
specific way. Two or three neighbouring
householdsatsomedistanceapartexchange
ewes every day separated from their lambs,
or keep the lambs separate from the main
herd, in order to prevent the lambs suck-
ling their mothers and exhausting the milk
(Sambuu 1936,1945), Thismethod is known
assaakh soliltsokh (exchanging milking ewes
and goats). This is considered as one of the
main forms of labour cooperation and rea-
sons for camping close together in rural
Mongolia. Keeping lambs separate from
their mothers is mainly done by childrenso
that they can get some basic experience of
looking after livestock.

Meat

Mutton is the most highly valued meat in
Mongolia. The quality of muttonis due toa
range of factors, especially the capacity and
food habits of sheep which graze different
grasses selectively according to pasture
compositionand palatability. The sheep diet
also includes a number of medicinal plants
and thus makes mutton a meat of therapeu-
tic value (Dash 1977). In Mongolia it is
broadly accepted that mutton hasrecupera-
tive powers. There is a tradition that a per-
son who has had a lengthy treatment or
mineral water cure, or a woman who has
given birth is offered shine shul (fresh mut-
ton) in order to contribute to a rapid recov-
ery. New-born babies are washed in a thin
soup made by boiling sheep bones
(Aryasuren and Nyambu 1990).
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